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of Greece, it has been repeatedly stated that we shall not interfere
with the decision of the Greek people, once normal conditions have
been more or less restored.

GREEK NAVAL UNREST

Asked why British forces were used to disarm Greek ships in a British port after 95 per
cent, of their officers and men had signed a memorandum urging the creation of a
National Greek Government of Resistance, the Prime Minister said on May 9:

I presume the hon. Member is referring to the recent removal of a
number of Greek seamen from one of H.M, destroyers in a United
Kingdom port. This ship had seen active service in the Royal Navy,
but after being refitted was to have been transferred to the Royal
Hellenic Navy. In view, however, of recent disturbances in the
Mediterranean, and of unrest among the officers and men detailed to
take over the ship, the Admiralty were unable to allow her to be
commissioned with a Greek crew. The Greek parties on board were
accordingly withdrawn, and it is quite incorrect to speak of a Greek
ship having been disarmed in a British port. It was with regret that
the Admiralty decided to withhold this ship from the Greek Navy.
It is out of the question, however, for so valuable a ship to be com-
missioned, particularly at this critical juncture, with a crew whose
trustworthiness cannot be assured.

When a member suggested that the seamen could be fully trusted to defend Greece
but objected to defending the Greek King, Mr. Churchill replied :

I think that is a very improper and reckless question, when there is
so much difficulty in difierent parts of the world, and we are all doing
our best to concentrate our forces on the common enemy.

NEWFOUNDLAND

When a member drew attention to the importance of Newfoundland as an air
terminus and asked the Prime Minister to " see that the rights and interests of the whole
Empire are safeguarded," Mr. Churchill said on May 10 :

That seems to be a proposition to which I could certainly give
support.

A member then asked the correct pronunciation of " Newfoundland " and Mr.
Churchill replied:

I was always brought up to call it New/biw<flaad, but I am not
absolutely sure that A^orfoundland is not more correct.